| Foreign Residents and Multicultural Households

The Ministry of Justice, the Ministry of the Interior and Safety,
and Statistics Korea collect statistics on foreigners. The Ministry
of Justice compiles the “Statistics of Foreign Residents” to
manage the immigration of foreigners. The Ministry of the Interior
and Safety obtains the “Statistics of Foreign Residents in Local
Governments” to develop policies that support foreign migrants
settling in local communities. Statistics Korea compiles the
“Statistics of Foreigners Residing or Staying in Korea” as a part of
the census to understand the current status of foreigners. However,
the results of the respective statistics are not necessarily consistent
since the categories of foreigners included in these statistics do not
perfectly align with the other agencies.

Statistics on the arrival and departures of foreign nationals
include short-term residents for tourism and other purposes. Due to
the impact of COVID-19, the number of arrivals and departures of
foreign nationals in 2020 sharply decreased.

The number of foreigners included in the Statistics of Foreign
Residents by the Ministry of Justice is the largest since it includes
illegal immigrants as well. The number of foreign residents

included in the Statistics of Foreign Resident in Local Governments
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is the second largest since it includes foreign nationals, foreigners
with Korean citizenship, and the children of foreign residents.
Finally, the number in the Statistics of Foreigners, which only
includes foreign nationals, is the smallest.

According to the Ministry of the Interior and Safety’s Statistics
of Foreign Residents in Local Governments, there were 540
thousand foreign residents in 2006, accounting for 1.1% of
the total population. However, the number increased to 2.22
million in 2019, accounting for 4.3% of the total population.
In 2019, foreigners with a foreign nationality made up 80.2%
(1.78 million) of the foreign residents. They are foreign workers,
foreign nationals, marriage immigrants, and international students.
Marriage immigrants are foreigners residing in Korea who have
been married to Korean citizens or are in a marital relationship
with a Korean citizen. Most foreign workers are men, while most
marriage immigrants are women. Foreigners who acquired Korean
citizenship through marriage or naturalization accounted for 8.4%
(190,000) of the foreign residents. Most of them are women who
acquired Korean citizenship through marriage. 11.4% (250,000) of

foreign residents were children of foreign residents who were born
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in Korea.

Regarding the number of households, as of 2020, the number
of foreign households made up only of foreigners is 540 thousand
households (1.1 million household members), and the number of
multicultural households made up of marriages with Koreans is
370 thousand households (1.1 million household members). The
definition of a multicultural household has changed over time.
Until the 2010 census, it was defined as a household with at least
one foreigner. Since 2015, it has been defined as a household with
naturalized persons, a household in which a Korean (including a
naturalized person) married a foreigner, or a household with their
children. Through this definition, multicultural households were
separated from foreign households. The number of multicultural
households has increased significantly through international
marriages. The rate of children born in multicultural households is
5.9% of the total number of children born in 2019. Multicultural
households have become one of the typical family types in Korea.

Since the mid-1990s, the number of foreigners has increased
rapidly with the influx of foreign workers, foreign nationals, and
marriage immigrants. Accordingly, the Ministry of the Interior and
Safety has compiled the Statistics on Foreign Residents since the
mid-2000s. Foreign residents are divided into foreign nationals
and Korean nationals. Korean nationals are divided into those who
acquired Korean citizenship and children of foreign residents who
acquired Korean citizenship by birth. In 2019, the number of foreign
residents increased by 95% when compared to 2010, resulting in
a total of 2.22 million foreign residents, accounting for 4.3% of
Korea’s total population. The proportions of foreign nationals,
Korean nationals, and children of foreign residents accounted for
80.2%, 8.4%, and 11.4%, respectively.
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Foreign Residents by Provinces (2010, 2019)

doddons | Rescens " Foreon Nationa
National Total 1,139.3 23 920.9
Seoul 336.2 33 283.3
Busan 41.4 1.2 32.8
Daegu 26.0 1.0 20.3
Incheon 63.6 2.3 49.7
Gwangju 16.6 12 12.7
Daejeon 19.7 13 15.6
Ulsan 19.4 1.7 15.1
Sejong 43 2.8 32
Gyeonggi-do 337.8 29 279.0
Gangwon-do 19.0 1.3 13.4
Chungcheongbuk-do 30.1 2.0 232
Chungcheongnam-do 48.9 2.4 38.4
Jeollabuk-do 28.5 1.5 20.5
Jeollanam-do 313 1.6 215
Gyeongsangbuk-do 46.7 1.7 36.0
R 66.8 2.1 53.9
nam-do
Jeju 7.3 1.3 5.5

*The data for 2010 is as of January 1, and the data for 2019 is as of November 1.
**Data for Sejong in 2010 are as of January 1, 2015.
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As of 2019, the Seoul Metropolitan Area had 1.32 million foreign residents, accounting for 59.4%
of all foreign residents. Gyeonggi-do has the largest number of foreign residents, followed by Seoul,

Gyeongsangnam-do, and Incheon.

The proportion of foreign residents in the total population is relatively high in the -si/-gun/-gu areas in

the Seoul Metropolitan Area and in its neighboring areas, such as Eumseong-gun in Chungcheongbuk-do

(15.0%), Yeongdeungpo-gu in Seoul (14.1%), and Pocheon-si in Gyeonggi-do (13.2%). The proportion

of foreign residents is continuously increasing across the nation as the employment of foreign workers

has expanded in the manufacturing sector and non-manufacturing sectors such as construction, wholesale

and retail, and agriculture.

Foreign nationalities are divided into foreign workers, marriage immigrants, international students,

and foreign nationals. Most foreign workers and international students stay in Korea for less than 3

years. On the other hand, most marriage immigrants and foreign nationals stay for more than 5 years. By

nationality, Chinese and Chinese compatriots have the largest number of foreign residents, followed by
Vietnam, Thai, the United States, and Uzbekistan.
As for the number of foreigners who acquired Korean citizenship, Chinese and Chinese compatriots

were the most, followed by Vietnam, the Philippines, and Cambodia. Those who acquire Korean

citizenship are divided into those by marriage and those by naturalization. As of 2015, 930 thousand

foreigners had obtained Korean citizenship through marriage, and 57 thousand foreigners had obtained it

through naturalization. In particular, foreigners from Southeast Asian countries mostly acquired Korean

citizenship by marriage. Chinese and Chinese compatriots gained Korean citizenship through marriage

rather than naturalization.

All children of foreign residents are Korean nationals. As for the nationalities of the parents of these

children, Chinese and Chinese compatriots were the most common, followed by Vietnam, the Philippines,

and Cambodia. Naturalized foreign residents from Southeast Asian countries are mainly naturalized

foreign residents by marriage or marriage immigrants. Therefore, the number of their children is also

very large. Marriage immigrants can apply for naturalization if they meet the necessary requirements.
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Growth of Multicultural Households Vital Statistics of Multicultural Households

Multicultural Household (2020) Multicultural households are defined as households consisting of naturalized foreign immigrants or Vital Statistics of Multicultural Households Vital statistics of multicultural households show the demographic importance of multicultural
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increased by 22.9% in 2020, and the rate of increase was 2.4 times that of general households. Multicultural marriages and divorces account for approximately 10% of all marriages and divorces.
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do, Bupyeong-gu in Incheon, Eumseong-gun and Jincheon-
gun in Chungcheongbuk-do, and Yeongam-gun in Jeollanam-
do. The ratio of multicultural households is high in the Seoul
Metropolitan Area and in the Chungcheong region, where many
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foreigners live. The ratio of multicultural households is also high
in the rural areas of the Chungcheong and Honam regions due
to the influence of international marriage. There are 1.09 million
multicultural household members, of which 680 thousand are
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Koreans (including births), 200 thousand naturalized Koreans, 170
thousand marriage immigrants, and 40 thousand foreigners. Areas
with a high proportion of foreigners among multicultural household
members are the Seoul Metropolitan Area, including Seoul, Incheon,
and Gyeonggi-do. According to the composition of multicultural
households, 220 thousand households (59%) are households of a
Korean national and a naturalized foreign resident by marriage or
households of a Korean national and a marriage immigrant.

The main reason for the formation of multicultural households is
marriage. However, the spatial distribution of naturalized foreign
residents by marriage and marriage immigrants differs depending on
their country of origin. For example, those from Northeast Asia are
mainly distributed in the Seoul Metropolitan Area, while those from
Southeast Asia are distributed in rural areas of other provinces.

Foreign Marriage Immigrants and Marriage Naturalized Persons from Southeast Asia (2020)
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was rapidly increasing.

In 2019, the ratio of foreign wives and Korean husbands was the
highest at 69.3%, followed by foreign husbands and Korean wives at
17.2%, and either husband or wife was a naturalized foreign resident
or both were naturalized foreign residents at 13.5%. There were 48
-si/-gun/-gu areas where the ratio of the marriages of multicultural
households to total marriages exceeded 15%. Their distribution
is similar to that of regions with a high ratio of newborns in
multicultural households. By province, Gyeonggi-do had the highest
number of multicultural marriages, followed by Seoul and Incheon.
On the other hand, Jeju Special Self-Governing Province (13.2%)
had the highest proportion of multicultural marriages, followed by
Jeollanam-do (11.8%), Chungcheongnam-do (11.8%), and Jeollabuk-

age range that accounts for the largest proportion of mothers of
children born in multicultural households in 2009 was between the
ages of 20 and 24. In 2019, the age range became between 30 and
34, indicating that the maternal age had increased. Nevertheless, in
2019, the maternal age of multicultural households was lower than
the maternal age of all households. The male-to-female sex ratio of
all the newborns of multicultural households was not significantly
different from that of all households. In 2019, there were 55 -si/-

Multicultural Marriage and Divorce (2019)
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do (11.2%). The age of first marriage for foreign wives was 28.4
years, which is 2.2 years lower than that for all wives, at 30.6 years.
However, the age for first marriage for foreign wives is continuously
increasing. On the contrary, the age of first marriage for husbands
of multicultural marriages is higher than that for all husbands. The
country with the highest percentage of a husband’s nationality in
multicultural marriages is Korea, followed by China, the United
States, and Vietnam. The percentage of Japanese husbands in
multicultural marriages decreased significantly compared to 2009. In
multicultural marriages, Vietnam has the highest percentage of wives’
nationality, followed by Korea and China. Among Southeastern
Asian countries, the countries with the highest percentage of wives’
nationality were Vietnam, the Philippines, and Cambodia in that

Geumcheon-gu in Seoul, Ansan-si and Siheung-si in Gyeonggi-do,
and rural districts in other provinces. By province, Gyeonggi-do had
the highest number of newborns among multicultural households,
followed by Seoul, Gyeongsangnam-do, and Incheon. Jeollabuk-do
had the highest proportion of newborns of multicultural households
(8.1%) compared to the total number of newborns. Regarding the
deaths in multicultural households, Koreans accounted for the largest

number, and the number of naturalized foreign residents by marriage

Multicultural Marriage and Divorce by Nationality (2009, 2014, 2019)

(Unit: %)

Marriage Divorce
2009 2014 2019 Nationality 2009 2014 2019

73.5 67.3 72.9 Korea 73.9 74.4 741
10.1 9.5 8.2 China 9.9 11.8 13.2
3.9 7.2 6.1 Japan 1.9 8.6 45
0.1 1.2 2.6 USA 1.9 1.9 2.8
1 2 1.5 Vietnam 0.1 0.2 1.1
7.2 4.8 1.1 Canada 0.2 0.4 0.6
43 8 7.7 Other 2 2.7 3.7
213 24.4 17.7 Korea 23.7 19 171
214 20.9 30.4 China 55.3 443 37.8
37.8 29.5 203 Vietnam 10 203 26.5
15 1.8 83 Phi“T;‘;neS 27 47 39
34 5.5 3.7 Cambodia 0.8 1.8 3.1
49 49 3.6 Japan 1.7 2.3 2
9.6 129 15.9 Other 59 7.6 9.7

Statstics Korea (Each Year)

order in 2009, but as of 2019, Vietnam, Thai, and the Philippines
were in that order.

In 2019, the ratio of divorce in multicultural households was
47.1% for foreign wives, 37.3% for either husband or wife being
a naturalized foreign resident or both being naturalized foreign
residents, and 15.6% for foreign husbands. The age of divorce for
multicultural households is increasing for both men and women.
The country with the highest percentage of husbands’ nationality
in divorces for multicultural households was Korea, followed by
China, Japan, and the United States. The countries with the highest
percentage of wives’ nationalities were China, Vietnam, and the

Philippines, in that order.
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